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AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 

Fran fhi 20iA July to Ike QOth Auguit, 1813. 

The long eontinuance o£ dry weather has brought forward the crops earlier t"han wa» 
expected ; the .grain is ripening fast, and the harvest is begun in several parts of the 
country. 

As the oats that WPre sown in autumn have in moat instances turned out well> it it 
probable the practice of sowing at that time of the year will become general in the ear- 
ly dry soils : it will lessen the spring labour to the farmer, and by coining earlier to the 
hixtk than the other crops, make the haiVest work more regalah 

Great. complaints are made this year of a blast in the wheat, and in some parts of the 
country there may be reason for them. Whether the malady is as extensive as it is re- 
ported to be, or not, will be best ascertained when the crops are cut down. Many 
people are too hasty in forming a judgment in such cates, from a partial ex.imina"tion of 
their crops near ilie fences, where the shade of hedges or trees is unfavoul-able to the 
grain. 

The flax crops have not proved so good as their appearance about a month ago indi- 
cated. In many parts of the coatitics of Monaghan, Armagh, and Tyrone, the flax 
produced from A-nerican seed, has been infected by that disorder called firing, and a 
rusty or orapge-coionred powder on the stalks, which have greatly injured it ; it is a 
singular circumstance that these disorders are most prevalent where American seed has 
been sown, and that the flux from »eed importefd from Riga, or other northern coun- 
tries, is not so liaWe to il, so that the latter may be allowed to stand until the seed is 
fully ripe, whilst the fornftr seldom admits of it; and it is pleasing to obsei-ve, that 
home saved seed possesses the same projserty, and is equally eiempt ftoro the distem-i 
per. 

Much seed it is hoped will be saved this year; the people seem at last to be convincea 
of the propriety of dciug^so, and altliough rippling ofF the boles and drying them, 
which is the common practice, is not the best methofl of producing seed of the nicest 
quality, yet it may possibly succeed tolerably well this season, as the weather is so fi- 
■vourable. 

The potato crops are generally good, although in some dry soils and stiff" clays, where 
they were planted late, the extreine dry weather appears to iiyure them, and if raiw 
does not come soon, they will not be productive. 



COMMERCL4L RiiPOllT. 

The information mentioned in our last report, on the anthority of the coihiiiittee of 
the House of Commons, that this was the first yea!-, since 1764, that Great Britain 
was able to do without an importation of foreign grain, appears to confirm an assertion 
which has been formerly made, on a calculation of the quantity of grain imported, that 
the foreign supplies did not anicnnt, in c-nvmon years, to more than two weeks con- 
sumption for the inhabitants of Great Britain. "The crop of 1812 found the coun- 
try exhausted of all former stock, and taking in Great Britain and Ireland, it was 
scarcely equal 'o an average of other years; yet under those circumstances. Great 
Britain being from political considerations deprived of foreign aid, was able to sub- 
sist on its o1wn resources, and the large supplies drawn from Ireland. The gre.it 
importance of Ireland to Gteat Britain is thus clearly shown, and in the present 
uncertain state of political event.s, it is consolatory to find that foreign .supplies ate 
less necessary than had been hitherto generally supposed, to the existence of the 
population of Britain. 

Among the valuable imports last summer, when that article was so dear in Ire- 
land, maybe reekont-d potatoes from Cantyre and the isle'of Isia Thus the rouifi 
land of 'these parts of Scotland, being brought into cultiviiion by the patient 
indu.stry of thf inhabitants, yielded a seasonable relief- to this part Kit Ireland, and 
enriched the cultivators ; afFof diiig an example worthy, of imitation, to the occupiers 
of mountainout districts iu Ireland, especially whea they are situated near tlie soa. 



